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summaries that students are skipping physics because of the difficulty · of ~ e 
course or the standards of the instructor. The implications_ her~ may be s1~-
nificant. if students are not avoiding physics because of its ngor, would 1t 
not be a mistake to modify physics instruction in such a way as to attempt 
to make it more appealing to this non-existent student? 
Rebuilding a Tornado To See What Makes It Tick 
Hurricanes can be studied from 
airplan~s flown through them and 
from instruments located in their 
paths. But even if a meteorologist or 
engineer could predict the narrow 
path of a tornado, any instruments he 
might place in its path would be 
swept away by the force of the storm. 
As a consequence, relatively little re-
search has been done and little is 
known about the forces that swirl in-
side those funnel-shaped land storms. 
So the National Science Foundation 
is supporting a combined effort by 
teams of Texas engineers and meteor-
ologists to work backwards: to re-
construct from the damage it caused 
the tornado that ripped through Lub-
bock, Texas, on May 11, 1970, killing 
26 persons and destroying property 
worth some $130 million. 
The engineers, led by Kishor C. 
Mehta and Albert J. Sanger of the 
Department of Civil Engineering of 
Texas Tech University, have been ex-
amining and documenting in detail 
the structural damage done by the 
storm. 
The meteorologists, behind Joseph 
L. Goldman of the Institute for Storm 
Research at the University of St. 
Thomas in Houston, Texas, are at-
tempting to use the engineers' and 
other available data to construct a 
model of the storm. 
30 
SCIENCE CLUB SPONSORS! 
Did you know that the Future 
Scientists of America program is 
open to science clubs in grades 
five and up? FSA services in-
clude: 
The Sponsors Guidebook 
FSA membership cards 
FSA chapter plaque 
Centrifuge, the FSA newsletter 
Other mailings 
Enrollment fee of $8.00 in-
cludes the first year's annual 
dues. Affiliated FSA clubs are 
billed each September for the 
annual $5.00 dues. 
NST A has several other pro-
grams for science students: 
NASA-NSTA Youth Science 
Congresses, Tomorrow's Scien-
tists and Engineers and the In-
ternational Youth Science Fort-
night. For more information 
about affiliating your science 
club with FSA and complete de-
tails about the other student 
programs, write to Dorothy Cul-
bert, Student Programs, NST A, 
1201 Sixteenth St., N.W ., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20036. 
